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HON STANLEY JAMES DELLAR 
Condolence Motion 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [2.03 pm] — without notice: 
I move — 

That this house expresses its deep regret at the death of Hon Stanley James Dellar, a former member of 
the Legislative Council for the Lower North Province, and places on record its appreciation for his long 
public service, and tenders its profound sympathy to members of his family in their bereavement. 

Hon Stanley James Dellar passed away earlier this year in April. It is a matter of some regret to me that I was not 
aware of his passing until October, but I am glad that we are able to note today his contribution to public life, 
and that his family members are able to be with us. Indeed, I am advised by them that, for some of them, it is 
48 degrees on the station today, so they think it is practically cold here in Perth. 
Hon Stanley James Dellar was born in November 1936 in Kalgoorlie, WA. He married Eileen on 
11 January 1958 in St Mary’s Catholic Church in Kalgoorlie. He had three sons and a daughter, and had a happy 
family with many grandchildren and great-grandchildren as well. He served as member of the 
Legislative Council for Lower North Province from 1971 to 1977 but his public service began long before his 
parliamentary service and continued long after it as well. He came from a political family and, indeed, holds the 
rare honour of entering Parliament just six years after his father, Hon David Peter Dellar, left Parliament. His 
niece, Melissa Price, is a member of the federal Parliament today. 
If I could be so bold, Mr President, I will refer to him as Stan. Stan achieved public attention early in his life. As 
the front page of the Kalgoorlie Miner of 3 March 1947 tells us, he was an adventurous 10-year-old who, while 
on the roof of the family home one Sunday night flying a kite, touched a wire and was electrocuted but lived to 
tell the tale. I spoke to several former Labor members—indeed, the two here today—who served with him, and 
they advised me that he was a solid, reliable, dedicated and hardworking member of the Legislative Council who 
upset everyone’s applecart by winning his seat for Labor against all the odds by just four votes. 
He was active in local government in regional Western Australia before he entered Parliament. Immediately 
prior to entering Parliament he had been serving as the shire clerk of Exmouth—a position he held with great 
honour. I am told that he was a great bloke and that he was gregarious and easy to get along with. In those days 
the entitlements for MPs were not like they are today and members were not entitled to a car. In the six years of 
service that he provided, I am told he wore out two of his own cars, travelling the rough roads and great 
distances of his electorate. At the time, at the age of 34, he was the second youngest person elected to the 
Legislative Council. In one of his speeches he reflected on how he was a bit timid as a new and young member 
and how daunting it was to be part of a nine or 10-member opposition up against 20 government members—and 
I can say I know exactly how he felt. 
During his time in the Parliament he served on committees as well. His public service prior to entering 
Parliament was reflected in his service with the 17th National Service Training Battalion and two years with the 
Citizen Military Forces. He was a cashier and clerk with the then Kalgoorlie Road Board, assistant shire clerk in 
Bridgetown, assistant town clerk in Carnarvon and then, as I said, shire clerk in Exmouth. He was an audit clerk 
in Kalgoorlie, and a truck driver as well. He was a secretary of the Apex Club in Bridgetown and the 
Rotary Club in Exmouth. He served 15 years as a volunteer firefighter with the then WA Fire Brigades Board. 
He was a club champion for several seasons with the Exmouth Yacht Club and with the road and track cycling 
Eastern Goldfields Cycle Club. He qualified in defence metals identification with the United States Department 
of Defense in Hawaii in 1978. He noted in his valedictory speech in November 1976 — 

… despite all our haggling and our differences … in this Chamber, there are some very nice members 
of this place. In fact, there is not one member here that one cannot get to like. 

He reflected on how he was terrified of the then Leader of the Opposition, only to find that his bark was worse 
than his bite. He went on in that same speech to note — 

… the Opposition does not involve itself in lengthy debates where it is unnecessary, whilst on many 
occasions Government members have availed themselves of the opportunity to speak at length on issues 
which the opposition has supported. Whether that has been due to a lack of discipline, co-operation, or 
communication, I do not know. 

His inaugural speech shows us the breadth and depth of the issues affecting his electorate at the time, and also 
shows that despite that speech being made some 44 years ago, some things have not changed at all. In his first 
speech he canvassed the US naval base where he worked for a time after leaving politics. He canvassed primary 
industry and, in particular, paid attention to the needs of growers in Carnarvon and irrigation issues. He also 
addressed issues such as fishing, mining, water conservation, the development of Carnarvon in particular, 
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education and health services in regional Western Australia, the gap between educational outcomes for 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous children, hostel accommodation at regional high schools, and early childhood 
education, particularly for Indigenous children. During his time in the Parliament he raised concerns about the 
cost of air conditioning for teachers’ houses in the regions, the spouses of women MPs not receiving the same 
superannuation as the widows of men, selling alcohol on a Sunday and the disparity between regional and 
metropolitan liquor licensing laws, and tax increases. 

The last public reference that I can find to Hon Stan Dellar was in a travel blog by a couple named Pete and Pam, 
titled “Adventure Before Dementia”. Their blog for September 2008 included an item headed “A Man Called 
Stan”. This is what it said — 

The first few times we visited Grace’s Tavern — 

This is in Exmouth — 

we noticed an elderly man … sitting alone at one end of the bar. It soon became apparent that that position 
was ‘his place’. It also became apparent that the bar staff were quite deferential towards him. One 
afternoon I found myself next to him at the bar and we got to talking. Stanley James Dellar was a very 
interesting man; he had been the Exmouth Council C.E.O. — or Town Clerk as it used to be before 
everyone needed a grand title — for many years. He had also been a member of the Western Australian 
Upper House of Parliament for six years. Stan would enter the bar at 17:00 every afternoon except 
Wednesday and depart at 18:00. On Wednesday he played golf and so did not arrive until 17:30. If his 
game had not gone well it was better not to go near him. Stan disliked the air conditioning in the bar and at 
17:00 it would be quietly switched off by the bar manager. He also disliked loud music so the volume was 
kept low between 17:00 and 18:00. Indeed, a very interesting man. 

Hon Stan Dellar served his community and his state well, both in and out of this Parliament. On behalf of 
WA Labor, I honour his contribution and pay my condolences and respects to his family, who, too, are rightly 
proud of him. 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [2.12 pm]: On behalf of the 
government, I wish to support the motion. Stanley James Dellar was born in November 1936 in Kalgoorlie, the 
son of a mine foreman, David Dellar, who was later to serve as a member of the Legislative Council representing 
the Australian Labor Party from 1963 until 1965. 

Stan Dellar attended Eastern Goldfields High School—an outstanding educational facility—and later worked as 
a cashier and clerk with the former Kalgoorlie Road Board from 1956 until 1959. Subsequently, he was assistant 
shire clerk at Bridgetown and assistant town clerk at Carnarvon, and served as the shire clerk of Exmouth from 
1967 until 1970. He undertook national service with the 17th National Service Training Battalion and 
subsequently served two years in the Citizen Military Forces. 

He was charter secretary of both Bridgetown Apex Club and Exmouth Rotary Club, and for 15 years was 
a volunteer fireman and inaugural captain of the Carnarvon and Exmouth volunteer fire brigade. He was an 
active member of Eastern Goldfields Cycle Club and Exmouth Yacht Club. 

In 1969, Stan Dellar joined the Australian Labor Party and was endorsed to contest the seat of 
Lower North Province at the 1971 general election. This was the seat in which his father had been defeated at the 
1965 election. Lower North Province comprised the Legislative Assembly seats of Gascoyne and Murchison–
Eyre, and was numerically the smallest province in the state at the time, with an enrolment of 5 100 electors 
spread over one-third of the state, ranging from Exmouth and Carnarvon to Laverton and Eucla. Stan Dellar 
polled 2 035 votes after preferences and defeated the incumbent member of the Legislative Council, the late 
George Brand, by four votes. This was the only gain of a Legislative Council province seat by the 
Australian Labor Party at the 1971 election and remains the narrowest margin in any contest for the 
Legislative Council since the introduction of full adult franchise in 1965. 

Although other members of Parliament have succeeded their fathers in Parliament, Stan Dellar is the only 
member of the Western Australian Parliament to have regained the seat lost by their father. 
Lower North Province was contested eight times between its creation in 1965 and its abolition in 1988, and 
Stan Dellar was the only candidate of the Australian Labor Party to be successful during this period. 
Stan Dellar was passionately committed to the development of the north west, with a particular concern for the 
town of Exmouth, which is where he raised his family. He is remembered as a quick-witted man, and he served 
as Deputy Leader of the Opposition in the Legislative Council from 1974 until 1977. The 1974 election left him 
as the only Australian Labor Party member in the northern regions of the state, with all other Council and 
Assembly seats in the Lower North and North Provinces now being held by the Liberal Party. At the conclusion 
of his six-year term in 1977, Stan Dellar was defeated by Hon Norman Moore by a margin of 1 100 votes. 
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After leaving Parliament, Stan Dellar qualified in defence metals identification with the United States 
Department of Defense in Hawaii in 1978. He served a term as a Shire of Exmouth councillor and as deputy 
shire president from 1979 to 1982. He was engaged in truck driving in the Exmouth area after 1977. Stan spent 
his retirement in Exmouth, where he passed away on 11 April this year. Since 2013, Exmouth has been 
represented in federal Parliament by his niece, Melissa Price, MP. We express our sympathy to his former wife, 
Eileen; to his children, Steven, Glen, Peter and Letitia and their partners; and to his 12 grandchildren and 
eight great-grandchildren. 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral) [2.15 pm]: On behalf of the National Party, I rise to make 
a brief contribution to this condolence motion for Hon Stanley Dellar today. I have an attachment to the 
Carnarvon–Exmouth region because it is where I come from, and I want to place on the record my thanks to 
Hon Stan Dellar for the work that he did for the north west of the Mining and Pastoral Region. It is through the 
commitment of people such as Stan in that pioneering time that people such as I who have followed him have 
benefited from his forward thinking. 

Stan would have known my grandfather, Mr Bert Day, a Labor Party member who was very active in local 
government in Carnarvon. I will certainly pass on to my dad that we have had this condolence motion in the 
house today. Stan would have also known my father, who worked in the trucking industry for a very long time. 
It is a great honour for the people of the north west to hear about the contributions that people have made to the 
towns that they live in. It is lovely that the Parliament honours the service of former members, and I welcome 
Stan’s family to the house today. 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral) [2.16 pm]: It is my pleasure to rise this afternoon as 
a member for the Mining and Pastoral Region to pay my respects to Hon Stanley James Dellar. As we know, 
Hon Stanley James Dellar was born in Kalgoorlie on 29 November 1936, the son of Gladys Jean McDonald and 
David Peter Dellar, a mine foreman who went on to become a member of the Legislative Council. It is fitting 
that we are discussing this motion today, because it is only days after what would have been Stan’s seventy-ninth 
birthday. I too acknowledge members of the extended Dellar family who are with us today; in particular, 
Eileen and Stan’s children, Glen, Peter, Steve and Letitia. 

Stan moved to the Gascoyne region in the early 1960s to take on the role of assistant town clerk of the 
Shire of Carnarvon, which he held from 1964 to 1967. He moved to Exmouth in 1967, to take on the role of 
Exmouth shire clerk. In the 1971 state election, Stan contested the seat of Lower North Province, which at that 
time went from Exmouth in the north, south to the Murchison River and across to the border. The election was 
a three-horse race. The sitting member, the Liberal Party’s George Edmund Dowd Brand, was recontesting the 
seat against George Julian Jensen from the Democratic Labor Party and, of course, Stan. As we know and have 
heard today, it was a very tight race that Stan ended up winning with 2 035 votes to the incumbent’s 2 031 votes; 
there were only four votes in it. Stan served as the MLC for Lower North Province from 1971 to 1977, and there 
is no doubt that his experience in local government served him well. He served as Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition in the Legislative Council from 1974 to 1977. He again contested the seat of Lower North Province 
in 1977, only to be beaten by Hon Norman Moore who, as we know, ended up being a long-serving member of 
this place. If Stan had won that election, who knows what might have happened to the political career of 
Hon Norman Moore. I am told that Stan was offered the opportunity to run for a seat in the goldfields after his 
defeat, but he chose not to, given his love for Exmouth and the Gascoyne region. 
After life in Parliament, Stan was elected as a member and deputy president of the Shire of Exmouth. He also 
drove trucks and worked at the United States Naval Communication Station Harold E. Holt in Exmouth. 
Stan loved his sailing and had been club champion for several seasons with Exmouth Yacht Club. He also had 
a great passion for the volunteer bush fire brigade, for which he spent 15 years as a volunteer fireman. He had 
been the inaugural captain of the Carnarvon and Exmouth Volunteer Fire Brigade. 
As a Labor member for Mining and Pastoral Region, I want to acknowledge Hon Stanley Dellar’s fine 
contribution to the Legislative Council, and also his contribution to regional Western Australia—be it to the 
Gascoyne or the Murchison–Eyre region. I, too, offer my condolences to the Dellar family on this day. 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [2.20 pm]: I did not know Mr Stan Dellar, but, as is the usual 
practice, I rise on behalf of the Greens to express our condolences to his family and friends, wish them all well 
and hope that the contribution from this house befits the standard required of Hon Stan Dellar. 

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): I also rise to join members in the condolence motion and to 
acknowledge the service of our former member Stanley James Dellar. As we have heard, Mr Dellar had 
distinguished public service in local government in Kalgoorlie, Exmouth, Bridgetown and Carnarvon prior to 
entering Parliament. We have heard as well that he was involved in the communities in those regions through 
national service and the Citizen Military Force, the volunteer fire brigade, Apex and Rotary Clubs, sailing and 
cycling clubs, and, I am sure, many, many more. 

 [3] 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 1 December 2015] 

 p9119c-9122a 
Hon Sue Ellery; Hon Peter Collier; Hon Jacqui Boydell; Hon Stephen Dawson; Hon Robin Chapple; President 

He had the distinction of following his father into state Parliament as the member for Lower North Province 
from 1971 to 1977. As we have heard, in his parliamentary service he was Deputy Leader of the Opposition in 
the Legislative Council from 1974 to 1977, and he served as a member of the Joint Printing Committee from 
1974 to 1977. 

I congratulate and thank Stanley James Dellar for his significant contribution to public life in Western Australia, 
and to this institution in particular. I offer my condolences to his family and friends and, as is the custom, I ask 
members to rise in their places to observe one minute’s silence. 

Question passed; members standing. 

The PRESIDENT: I will convey to his family a Hansard copy of this debate and a letter from the 
Legislative Council. 
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